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Dear Readers, 


j 
j 
| 


| 
un al! elf Aditya More I am a 
Macre perience. Each page is 
y way. I hope as you read, you can 


| 
Thank you for joupd 
Mechanical Enciline S 
filled with memories, expeRagm 
feel the thrillof new\places, 


Travel has a way of openif 


to explore these moments @yith Wy of your.ownmyourreys, and perhaps even to spark a 
wanderlust within you. > wy 
Vay 


Y 2) 
May these stories inspire you to-seek Ot yQ xpred sites, wherever they may lead. Here’s to the 


roads yet traveled and the memories yet to be made! , ye 
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Welcome to my travel diary, a place where I capture the essence of my 
journeys, big and small. This diary is a collection of my thoughts, experiences, 
and discoveries as I explore the world around me. From the bustling cities to 
serene landscapes, each entry holds the moments that have shaped my travels. 
I write to preserve memories, reflect on new cultures, and share stories that 
inspire me along the way. Through these pages, I hope to take you with me 
on this adventure, one destination at a time 


1.1 Purpose : ESTD 2024 


The puro thik hravelEdiarlP LARGEREt my journey through 


different places, cultures, and experiences. It is a way for me to reflect on the 
sights I’ ve seen, the pe ve met, and thedessons I’ve\learned along the 


memorie jee others whe ad vein Ww perspectives. 
This dia dGve/ ASNretat: paUiysoine ion, both of the 


1.2 Travel Philosoph 

For \médtraWehaised ? 1S ting new Ralieee. it's about 

embracing the umknow = ugh ach encounter. I believe in 

traveling with an opén,heart2 in ing the journey to shape me 

as much as I shape-my Raivaes see destination offers a new lens to 

view the world, and through_this diary;T aim to capture those moments of 

wonder, connection, and learning. My philosophy is to seek authenticity, 

tread lightly on the earth, and appreciate the diverse cultures, landscapes, 

and people I encounter. Travel, for me, is a lifelong journey of discovery, 
curiosity, and personal growth. 
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My travels have taken me on a journey through diverse landscapes, rich 
cultures, and unforgettable experiences. Each trip is a new chapter, with its 
own unique adventures, challenges, and moments of reflection. Whether it's 
the energy of a bustling city, the serenity of a quiet village, or the awe- 
inspiring beauty of nature, I aim to capture the essence of every place I visit. 

This diary will document my explorations, from urban streets to remote 
trails, from cultural landmarks to spiritual sanctuaries. It is a reflection of my 
love for adventure, curiosity,-and the joy.of discovering new perspectives 
through travel. With each entry, I’ll share the Stories, people, and memories 
that make each trip’special, offering Péfimpse into both the world around me 


and the j coe within. 
THE..TRAVEL DIARIESS 
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2.1 Destination(s) 


This journey takes me across a diverse range of landscapes, cultures, 
and experiences as | travel through some of India’s most iconic cities and 
spiritual destinations. 


Starting from Pune, 


I head to Mumbai, the bustling metropolis known for its vibrant energy and 
cultural diversity. 
From there, I fly to Delhi, the capital city that-blends ancient history with 
modern life. eae 


Next, I venture_to, ms, 
Haridwar, cacrte tf swine hE Gated ARIF Retully, offering spiritual 
calm and a deep connection to India's spiritual heritage. 
Rishikesh / follo capital of th d, where the peaceful 
surroundings of sreate apnic phere for reflection and 


growth. ® dA KS 
nd y, | je ‘ 


Fi | 
Kedarnath, one Git 


Himalayas. \The tre the tf ple Wilt t Be a spiritual and physical 
challenge, but ong the pmpiniges s gad a deep sense of 
peace and fulfillnsént. = a F 

The final leg ee fakes 1 OL<S 
Vrindavan, a town filleVayjgh devotion andaistory, where the stories of Lord 


A 


Krishna come alive through the Wefhpies” ghats, and vibrant celebrations. 


This trip represents not just a movement through places, but a journey 
of the soul—each destination offering a unique experience, from urban 
exploration to spiritual immersion, and the timeless serenity of the mountains 


Vil 
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1. Pune to Mumbai: 
e Mode of Travel: Train journey. 
o Highlight: Scenic journey with the Western Ghats in the backdrop. Quick stops for 
Maharashtrian snacks like vada pav or missal pav. 
o Experience: The city’s energy, historic spots like Gateway of India, Marine 
Drive, and the Colaba Causeway for shopping. 


2. Mumbai to Delhi: 
e Mode of Travel: Train journey. 
o Highlight: Contrast between the cosmopolitan vibe of Mumbai and the historic 
charm of Delhi. 
o Experience: Delhi’s landmarks—India Gate, Humayun's Tomb, Qutub Minar, 
and bustling ma like Chandni Chowk. 
ESTD 2024 
3. Delhi to Haridwar: 4 
e Mode of Travel: ‘Trei poe toad Bip. Vy EL DIARIESS 
O° Highlight: N transition from urban to spiritual. Views of me Yamuna and Ganga 
rivers., 
fo) Experience: 
Ganges, and 


4. Haridwar to Riess: 
e Mode of Travel: T 
o Highlight: 
o Experience: 
meditation Clas 
% 
5. Rishikesh to Kedarnath: 
e Mode of Travel: Road tr ‘oc [ rek , 
o Highlight: The chal effah gy but Ags through the Himalayas, beautiful 
landscapes, and mountain air. 
o Experience: Spiritual journey to Kedarnath Temple, surrounded by majestic 
snow-clad peaks. 


6. Vrindavan (from Delhi): 
e Mode of Travel: Train or car from Delhi. 
o Highlight: Immersion in the spiritual and devotional vibe of Vrindavan, the land 
of Lord Krishna. 
o Experience: Visiting Banke Bihari Temple, ISKCON Temple, and participating 
in the Raas Leela performances. Witness the town’s unique Holi festival, if in 
season.9 


For a journey spanning diverse terrains and climates like 


here are some essential items to pack: 


L 


Clothing: 


e Comfortable casuals: Light cotton clothes for cities like Pune, Mumbai, and Delhi. 
e Warm clothing: Sweaters, jackets, thermal wear, gloves, and scarves for colder 
places like Kedarnath. 
e Rain gear: A light rain jacket or poncho, especially during the monsoon season in 
the mountains. 
e Footwear: at a 
o Comfortablé walking shoes for cities. ~~ 
o Trekking shoes for Kédatnathatek. 
o Flip-flops or sandals for quick changes during temple visits. 
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Travel Documents: 


~ 


e ID Proof: Pass Aadhar card, or any goverfim 


e 
~ 
= 
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=. 
® 
Qa 
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le at Gaurikund). 
Health & Safety: 


« First aid kit: B 
cold medicine), bl 

e Prescription icatTe e entire {9 with copies of prescriptions. 

¢ Sunscreen and moisturizer: Pet SPF for ection, especially at high altitudes. 

¢ Hand sanitizer and m SKs4 FothygieneSespecially in crowded places. 

e Insect repellent: Especially in forested or riverside areas. 


es(painkillers, anti-diarrheal, 
roa 


Trekking Essentials (Kedarnath): 


e Backpack: Lightweight but sturdy for carrying essentials during the trek. 

e Water bottles: Stay hydrated, especially during treks. 

e Snacks: Energy bars, dry fruits, and chocolates for quick energy boosts. 

e Torch/Headlamp: In case of low visibility or early morning starts on the trek. 
e Walking stick: Useful for the Kedarnath trek. 
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. Electronics: 


e Phone and charger: With a power bank for extra battery life. 

e Camera: If you want to capture high-quality photos beyond what your phone can 
handle. 

e Adapters: If required, though most places will use standard Indian sockets. 


Toiletries: 


e Travel-sized toiletries: Toothpaste, toothbrush, soap, shampoo, etc. 
e Wet wipes and tissues: Useful during long travels or treks. 


Spiritual Items: 


e Prayer book or meditation supplies: If you want to engage in spiritual practices. 
e Recyclable water bottle: Te campy hoby water from the Ganga or other sacred sites. 


Miscellaneous: THE..TRAVEL DIARIESS \ 


¢ Reusable bag: For shopping or carrying extra items. \ 

e Cash: While digitalpayments are widely acceptedyaural or remote places may rely 
on cash. 5 . \ 

e No Tey t it u xper or during your 


= RE AWAITS; G° 
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1. Bag pack 


e Travel Backpack: A durable, lightweight, and spacious backpack (40-50L) with multiple 
compartments for your main travel items. 

e Daypack: A smaller day bag for essentials like water, camera, and snacks during day trips 
or trekking in Kedarnath. 


2. Trekking Gear (Kedarnath): 


¢ Trekking poles: Collapsible trekking poles forstability on the Kedarnath trek. 

e Rain cover: For your backpack in case of unexpected rain, especially in the Himalayas. 

¢ Trekking shoes: High-ankle, waterproof sitees with good grip for uneven, rocky terrain. 

e Hydration bladder or water bottles: Easy to carry and sip on during long walks or treks. 

THE..TRAVEL DIARIESS 

e Multi-port charger: For charging multiple devices like your phone, camera, and power 
bank at once. \ 

e Portable WiFi devi 
might be weak. 


e E-reader ae ghtig ne — a ning — 


remote areas where signal 


E * AWAITSi 6° 
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DAY TO DAY. 
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Cuarrer One Bows wir HALTS OF 2 DAYS) 


DAY I: Pune to Mumbai — The Beginning of the Journey 


Date: 


The sun was just beginning to rise as I packed my bags for the 
journey that had been brewing in my heart for months. I could 
feel the weight of anticipation pressing_against_my chest. I 
wasn’t just leaving Pune—I was-teaving a part of myself 


behind, ready to be transformed by..what lay ahead. Bedore that I 
visited 


Then after Shaniwarwada._ Thetrain station buzzed with 
Te RBM EL Q. Ti aScadly still, as though I was 
watching life move around me. I boarded, the train bound for 
ai knowing that the j jou ne Yefrom this moment would be far 


time, through memories, 
countryside of ashtyg ski 
of city life. My mind wang 
Mumbai—the City of Drea 


pl alon _and I watched the 
ms, an occasional burst 
Mme stories I had heard about 


Arrival in Mumbai: 


Wx be sie 
_city, a pulse~that you feel in your bones the 
“moment you step onto its streets. I spent the 
® afternoon wandering through Colaba, soaking in 

_ the old-world charm, the hustle of street vendors, 
the calls of tourists. I was drawn to Marine Drive 
by evening, where the sun set behind a skyline that could rival any in the world. The city was 
alive, yet somehow, in that moment, I felt a peaceful solitude. 
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Reflections on the Day: 


Then after. I made my way to the iconic 

, feeling the sea breeze 
on my face, the weight of history around 
me. The monument stood tall and proud, 
like a sentinel watching over the Arabian 
Sea. 


The first day of my journey set the tone 
for what was to come—Mumbai was a 
reminder of the contrasts in life. The 
chaos and the calm, the dreams and the realities, the sity? S ee and my own ail thoughts. 
As I watched the city ple flicker, across the water at t Marine Drive, I realized that this journey 
wasn’t just about 
exploring new 
places, but also 
about discovering 
parts of myself I J 
hadn’t yet met. 


j 


With the night 
falling, I kn 
tomorrow held the j 
promise of more— 
Delhi awaited, with\ 
its own stories to ‘ 
tell. For now, I 
slept, the cities hum 
still echoing in my 
ears. 


As well we know the Mumbai has his own quality, Yes Iam telling about Tasty Fishes, that I 
ate too much there 


End of Day I 
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Cuaprer Two Beas. (WITH HALTS OF 1 DAYS) 


Opening shot: A panoramic view of Mumbai in the early morning haze. The camera 
sweeps over the iconic skyline, from the towering buildings of Nariman Point to the bustling 
Bandra Terminus (CST). The city is just beginning to wake up, and the faint sound of train 
whistles can be heard in the distance. 


Scene 1: Bandra Terminal: 


1 JUNE 2024 -Mid Night 12:00 AM- Cut to a close-up of the protagonist arriving at Bandra 
Terminus , bag slung over the shoulder, eyes scanning: the vast Ase of the train station. 
The station is an architectural 


masterpiece—colonial-era ; grandeur 
mingled with the bustling, fife of mgdenpy be 
India. The camera lingers on the ornate 
details of the building before zoommng into 
the colorful crowd. ' 

The I walks through the 


vendors selling chai, 


newspapers. The | energyaaiay 
people rushing to catch trai thre 
"There’s something magical C 


a promise o arene i nown, of peoplesand fives intersecting for just a 
P P : & J 


% 


moment in time.' 


for Delhi. The camera follows them walking down 
the aisle of the train, past fellow travelers settling 
into their seats. Soft sunlight streams through the 
windows as the train gently begins to move. 

The wheels screech as the train picks up speed, the 
hum of the engine blending with the quiet murmurs 
of passengers. The camera cuts to a window shot, 
capturing the city slowly disappearing, replaced by 
the open countryside. 
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Mumbai to Delhi: 


The journey promised about 16 hours on the rails, crossing through some of India’s diverse 
landscapes. As the train gained speed, I peered out of the window, watching the cityscape 
transform into open fields, dotted with small towns and villages. The first few hours flew by, and 
soon, the train staff served a delicious breakfast—hot parathas, curry, and chai. It felt comforting 
to have such warm hospitality on board. 

Throughout the day, I alternated between reading, writing, and gazing out of the window. 
The passing scenery was mesmerizing— 
vast stretches of farmland, distant hills, and 
occasional bustling train stations where 
local life was in full swing. Every stop was — 
a glimpse into different worlds;~ from 
Gujarat’s industrial towns to the quieter s 
countryside of Rajasthan. Lmarveled at how 
the train seemed to knit Hpgether Atbe 
immense diversity of the country. 

By the time lunch was served, I had 


struck up a conversation wi 

politics to our favorite foc 
After getti tof Rata 

Rajasthan. The golden hut 


PS. 
Sproat, the train entered 
mpe with an ethereal glow. 


Watching the sunset\from tht in window : K. APTS moments of the trip so far. 
The gentle rhythm ofthe trai Fac ai vendor, created a peaceful 
atmosphere. \ %, & oer 
7 re) 
: seas xy = 
Late Night: Arrival in Delhi “ %y <¥ 


oe 8 Awarts, jie a | 
We finally arrived at Hazrat Nizzamuddin Railway Station just after midnight. Despite 
the late hour, the station was alive with energy passengers rushing, porters helping with luggage, 
and taxis lining up outside. I felt a sense of accomplishment as I stepped off the train. Tired but 
exhilarated. 

As I drove through Delhi’s wide roads under the cool night sky, I could feel the distinct 
character of the city. It was quieter now, but I knew that by tomorrow, I’d wake up to the busy 


streets, history, and culture waiting to be explored. 


End of Day 2: 
A day spent on the train was more than just a journey—it was an experience filled with the sights, 
sounds, and people that make India so unique. 
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Day 3: Exploring Delhi’s Iconic Sites 


Today was all about diving into the heart of Delhi’s history and culture, and what 
better way to do it than by using the Delhi Metro! 
I’ve heard a lot about how efficient and convenient 
the metro system is, and I was excited to see it in 
action. 

I started my day with an early breakfast at 
the hotel and then made my way to the nearest 
metro station to get a smart card. It was easy to 
navigate, and soon I was on my way to my first 
destination: India Gate. 


Stop 1: India Gate i ms 
ESTD 2024 

To reach India Gate, I took the metro to Central Secretariat station on the Yellow 
pLine. Ag! peeppgd-pytrotthe Station, it was just a short 
walk to the grand war memorial. The iconic arch, 
standing tall under the clear morning sky, was even more 
magnificent in perse a quiet, moment to reflect at 

ar vi yot e eternal flame honoring 


4 


ah ei " . diet neirMigeeah the @« of the country. 
= : A ‘5 } = 


| 


I strolled around the wide aw RE ES | 
surrounding India Gate, where_& 
families were enjoying their 
morning walks, vendors selling 
ice cream, and children flying 
kites. It was a peaceful start to | 
my day, and I soaked in the calm 
before heading to my next stop. 
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Stop 2: Central Secretariat 


Next, I walked back to Central Secretariat itself, just a few minutes away from 
India Gate. This area is a hub of India’s government offices, including the Rashtrapati 
Bhavan (President’s House) and the grand Parliament House. The architecture here is 
stunning—grand buildings lined with red sandstone, colonial-era charm mixed with Indian 
elements. 


Picture in figure 1.Rashtrapati Bhavan (New Delhi Central Secretariat) 
2. Loksabha as well as Rajyasasabha (New Delhi Central Secretariat) 
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Walking down Raj path, known as Kartavya path the wide boulevard that 
stretches from India Gate to Rashtrapati Bhavan, gave me a real sense of the scale of India’s 
political power. The area was quiet, but you could feel the weight of history here. After a 
short walk and a few photos, it was time to hop back on the metro for my next adventure. 


MM eens ryt 


__ aregter einer - adaia & 
Museum - North Block 


foci 


J Hair | Chambers for Members of Parliament 


Stop 3: Red Fort \ 2 & 
I boarded the. Ye Li Saiasandmade mySPay to Chandni Chowk station, 
which took me straight to my ARR AIR} geen exited the metro and approached the 
fort, I was awestruck by its massive. red sandstone walls. . 
towering above me. This UNESCO World Heritage 
site is an architectural masterpiece from the Mughal 
era, and walking through its grand entrance felt like 
stepping back in time. 

Inside the fort, I explored the beautiful gardens 
and the intricate pavilions, including Diwan-i-Aam 
(Hall of Public Audience) and Diwan-i-Khas (Hall of 
Private Audience), where emperors once held court. 
The contrast between the fort’s regal past and the 
modern hustle and bustle of the city outside was 
fascinating. 


el 


anti = ans 
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Stop 4: Chandni Chowk 
After spending some time in the Red Fort, I walked over to the famous Chandni 
Chowk market, just across the street. This was a 7 
complete sensory overload—in the best way possible. ~o 
The narrow lanes were packed with people, and the ‘ 
smell of street food filled the air. I grabbed a plate of 


chole-bhature and jalebi from a local vendor, and it 


was delicious an explosion of flavors with every bite! 


Stop 5: Old Rajendra Nagar: A Student’s Paradise 


Old Rajendra Nagar has a distinctly.different vibe compared to the rest of Delhi. 

, especially those preparing for competitive exams 

like the UPSC. As I walked through¢he streets, I noticed the number of coaching centers 

and study cafes, each one bustling with young people determined to carve out their future. 

I stoppedat alp¢gt café Popylaipamongsy Students pthad a ‘relaxed atmosphere, with 

groups of people sitting at tables, sipping tea, and reading from thick textbooks. ordered a 

chicken thali’ there, and observed the daily rhythm of life here. Despite being an academic 
center, the area felt c ace i 


The Kashmil 
commuters traveling at atch their connections. Despite 
the crowds, the, statign ¥ indies, I was on the Red Line 
train. The convenienc 7 Mie ) am es nag—it’ s fast, efficient, and takes 
you almost anywhere in the ity. <> 

As the train sped along? Epagyed s ATES: 1@fghborhoods and markets before finally 
arriving at Rajendra Place station. From there, it was a short auto ride to Old Rajendra 
Nagar 


End of Day 3: Reflections on the Journey 

As the afternoon sun began to fade, I made my way back to Rajendra Place metro 
station. I reflected on how different Old Rajendra Nagar felt compared to the bustling 
markets of Chandni Chowk or the grandeur of the Red Fort. This neighborhood has its own 
unique rhythm—a mix of youthful energy and quiet determination. 

As the day came to an end, I made my way back to the metro and headed to my 
hotel, reflecting on the incredible experiences of the day. Exploring Delhi via the metro 
was a great decision—it was fast, clean, and super convenient for getting around. 


21 


After a packed day exploring Delhi, I prepared for the next leg of my journey—an 
overnight train ride to Haridwar. I had a ticket of the Mussoorie Express (Train No. 
14041), which departs from Old Delhi Railway Station just before midnight. As I made 
my way through the crowded station, the excitement of heading toward the serene 
Himalayan foothills filled me with anticipation. 

I boarded the train and settled into the sleeper berth. The gentle motion of the train, 
combined with the rhythmic sound of the rails, made it easy to relax and unwind after a 
long day. As the train sped through the dark, sleepy towns of Uttar Pradesh, I drifted in and 
out of sleep, the thought of Haridwar and Rishikesh waiting for me in the morning. 


/ ESTD 2024 
The train pulled into Haridwar Junction 
early in the morning; yet aT AY dight OTA I 
began to break. Stepping off the train, was 
immediately struck by the cool, fresh air, so different =—— 
from Delhi’s hustle. The atmosphere in Haridwar was 


peaceful, with pilg Starting theird 
heading ‘se the i@ehiga Ghat J 

for its spiritual signee eS aia. 
Har Ki Pauri, I didn feeiitielibtime to explorethges' 


city today. I \quickly ‘gfMbbedga light breaktas 
nearby stall—a steamingjeup® 
i 


bn 


\ [= — 
Morning: Arrival in Rishikesh Pe . GO 


The drive from Haridwar to Rishikesh was 
brief but stunning. As we climbed into the foothills, 
the scenery transformed into lush greenery with the 
Ganga River flowing beside the road. The sight of the | 
river, flowing fast and clear, was mesmerizing and 
immediately filled me with a sense of calm. 

I arrived in Rishikesh by mid-morning, and the 
spiritual energy of the place was palpable. Known as 
the Yoga Capital of the World, Rishikesh has a 
unique charm with its blend of ancient temples, 
ashrams, and the beautiful landscape of the Himalayas 
in the background. After checking into a, guesthouse 
near Laxman Jhula, I set out to explore. 
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The moment I stepped into the cool, crystal-clear waters of the Ganga, I felt a rush of 
energy. The river, considered sacred by 
millions, had a refreshing chill that 
invigorated me. As I immersed myself, 
I took a moment to offer a silent prayer, 
feeling connected to the countless 
devotees who had come before me. The 
gentle current and the sound of water 
flowing around me were both calming 
and uplifting. - 


After my bath, I dried off and 
changed into dry clothes.,I wandered 
along the riverbank, enjoyi ng thepserene 
atmosphere as the sun Baila to set. 
Locals and tourists alike were engaged 
in their own rituals, some lighti ya 
(small oil lamps) and placi 


i Aier a peaceful day of 


exploring Rishikesh, the 
highlight of my trip was 
“the evening Ganga Aarti. 
I had heard so much about 
this spiritual ceremony, 
and experiencing it in 
person was something I 
had been looking forward 
to. The Aarti is held at 
‘ several ghats in Rishikesh, 
but I decided to attend the 
one at Parmarth Niketan 
Ashram, one of the most 
popular and = spiritually 
charged spots in the city. 


I arrived at Parmarth Niketan just before sunset, and the atmosphere was already buzzing with 
anticipation. Pilgrims, travelers, and locals gathered at the steps of the ghat by the banks of the 
Ganga River. The backdrop was stunning—towering Himalayan foothills, the fast-flowing river, 
and the ashram’s beautiful temple and statues. 
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As the sun began to dip below the 
horizon, the priests and devotees 
prepared for the ceremony. The Aarti 
began with the chanting of mantras 
and devotional songs, the sound of 
which reverberated through the air, 
creating a palpable sense of peace. The 
sound of bells, the rhythmic chanting, 
and the collective energy of the crowd 
filled the space with a spiritual fervor 
that was both calming and uplifting. 


Priests, dressed in saffron robes, stood 
at the edge of the river holding large, 
multi-tiered oil lamps, called diyas. As 
they lit. the lamps, their flames 
flickered in the twilight, casting a 
A aes ay on the faces of the people 

gathere Watching the priests 
perform the ritual, with the river 
flowing..swiftly behind them, was a 
xperience. The flames of 


fuga Switled in a graceful arc, 
boven th nection between 


joined the crowd in singing h 
The collective devotion.washu 
were all given small diyas;.an 

it into the river. Watching my litt aw ay wit 
the current of the Ganga felt “ects umn 
offering my hopes and prayers to the sacred river. 


Reflections on the Ganga Aarti 


As the ceremony came to an end, I lingered for a few 
moments, standing by the riverbank. The sky had darkened, 
and the stars began to twinkle above. The aarti left me 
feeling both energized and at peace—a sense of spiritual 
connection that’s hard to describe. The Ganga, which holds 
such deep significance for millions of people, felt like more 
than just a river—it was a lifeline, a symbol of purity, and a source of devotion 
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My first stop was the famous Laxman Jhula suspension bridge, which offers breath- 
taking views of the Ganga and the surrounding hills. As I walked across the swaying bridge, I saw 
devotees taking 
dips in the holy 
waters below, 
and I couldn’t 
resist the 
temptation to feel 
the cool river 
myself From 
Laxman Jhula, I 
wandered 
through the 
narrow _ streets, 
lined with cafes, 
yoga centers, and 
souvenir shops. 
The air was filled 
with the scent of in¢ense and thes . There’s.a, quiet magic to Rishikesh— 
whether it’s the serene rive : ; e jergy that flows through the 
town. 


Leaving PMBarin j oft : 2 in i. reflecting on the 
experience. There’s, someth image Y B V 8 gentle hum of the river, the 
flickering lights from the ghajieiiahikiensi@iasc baweapronound energy flowing through 
it. \ | 

\ %, =& i Fo 
cS »  =—-s4 RO 
End of Day 4: A Spiritual High», <> 


~ Ey 1S: GO LD 
Today ended on an incredibly peacthllmore ante Ganga Aarti was an experience Ill never forget, 
one that left me feeling more connected to the spiritual side of India. Tomorrow, I plan to continue 
my journey in Rishikesh, perhaps with a trek or some meditation, but tonight I’m resting with a 
heart full of gratitude. 
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The journey began early this morning, 
as I departed Rishikesh, excited for the long- 
awaited trip to Kedarnath. I hired a car for the 
230 km journey, and as we set off, the crisp 
mountain air and lush greenery set a peaceful 
tone for the day. The winding mountain 
roads, surrounded by the towering peaks of 
the Himalayas, created a sense of adventure. One of the key moments of the journey was the stop 
at Devprayag, a sacred site where the Bhagirathi and Alaknanda rivers merge to form the holy 

Ganga. The view of the two 
distinct rivers joining was 
mesmerizing—Bhagirathi’s 
‘emerald waters contrasted 
beautifully with the muddier 
aa The confluence, or 
angam, is considered highly 
spiritual, ‘and I spent some time 
aking in the tranquil 
osphere, watching the water 
y = flow, harmoniously. 
Atinui he journey, we 
Bed through small yet 
gwn hadits own charm, with 


vibrant mountain towns lik 


bustling markets, colorful te ng t thei hily lives. The roads became 


~ 


narrower and more rugged as 
gained altitude, with deep ‘alle 
on one side and ‘auc 
mountains on the other» T Ly 
landscape constantly shifted 
between verdant hills, terraced ~ 
fields, and glimpses of snow- 
capped peaks in the distance. 


The journey also offered 
views of rivers rushing alongside 
the road, sometimes calm and at 
other times roaring through 
narrow gorges. Each bend in the 
road seemed to reveal something new—majestic views of the Himalayas or quaint villages nestled 
in the valleys. By late afternoon, we reached Sonprayag, the gateway to Kedarnath. 
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By evening, I reached Song ther an to Kefarnath. The small town was 


bustling with pilg@fl prep ‘cool moun air and the sound 
of the river added a peacefi x @eation or the night. 


~ = \ ‘ 


The stay in Sonprayag was CC @ I took some time to rest and 
reflect on the journey sos fa 


Kedarnath. \% 


“ . GO 
Highlights of the Day: ae tg AWAITS; _ 


e Stunning views along the drive from Rishikesh to Sonprayag. 

e Witnessing the Bhagirathi-Alaknanda Sangam at Devprayag. 

e Passing through the picturesque towns of Rudraprayag and Guptkashi. 
e Arriving at Sonprayag, the base for the Kedarnath trek. 


Tomorrow, the trek to Kedarnath awaits, and I can’t wait to experience the spiritual and physical 
challenge that lies ahead! 
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Day 6: Trek to Kedarnath 


Today was the day I had been eagerly anticipating the trek to Kedarnath. After spending 
the night at Sonprayag, I woke up early to prepare for the es journey ahead. The air was 
crisp, and the morning light revealed the towering peaks 
that would be my companions for the day. I made my 
way from Sonprayag to Gaurikund via a shared jeep, the 
last point accessible by vehicles. Gaurikund is a bustling 
spot, filled with pilgrims, small shops selling trekking 
gear, and the constant hum of activity. The trail to 
Kedarnath starts here, and I could feel the energy and 
devotion of the pilgrims around me, all preparing for the 
16 km trek ahead. 

The trek began steeply, but_the~scenery~was__ 
magnificent. The path wound through rugged mountain 
terrain, with the Mandakini-River flowingr alongside. 
The sound of the river, a ae the iarans 


views of the surrounding RR pry 
peaceful and awe- inspiting. sy Tow an YEE stop 
me. f 
Midway tarpugh, I 
dhaba, where I ha 
noodles—classic te 


mountains. The warmth of ti 


\ 
i] 
\ 
' 
\ 
‘ 


at a sma 
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Halt in Tent at Basecamp 


Today’s halt was ® cozy basecan peAG on Bers MM xecdamatn After 
a long and demanding trek, GEROMeEe ITS Spor : ateware @ramp is Set up amidst the 
rugged landscape, surround Wer Ast GMmountain air is filled with a 


= 


\ ¥ | & / 
The tent offers basic comforrethre e g-bags, at d enough warmth to guard 
against the biting cold as the wa sharply CET S . It's a simple but peaceful 
setup, with trekkers huddled arou 


eth lanterns or shatigg trie as they wind down for the 
rong’ AT TS} 


Inside the tent, it’s snug and calm, a Bie, refuge | fan ie cold winds outside. The night sky, 
barely visible through the tent flaps, is speckled with stars, and the silence of the mountains is 
broken only by the occasional gust of wind and distant sound of the river. 


night. The sense of camaraderie here i is 


Tomorrow, we will rise early for the final stretch of the journey to Kedarnath, and this restful 
night in the tent will be our last pause before the grand destination. It’s an experience that brings 
me closer to nature and gives a feeling of being part of something much larger. 
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Morning 3 AM The morning of Day 6 started early, just before dawn, as the first light slowly 
illuminated the peaks surrounding our basecamp. The air was crisp and chilly, with mist hanging 
low over the valley. Stepping out of the tent, I was greeted by a breath-taking view of the snow- 
covered mountains glowing under the soft morning light, which felt both serene and majestic. 


After a quick breakfast of hot tea and some simple food, everyone at the camp was bustling with 
excitement, knowing that today was the day we’d finally reach Kedarnath. There’s a palpable sense 
of anticipation in the air. The sight of trekkers preparing for the last leg of the journey, checking 
their gear, adjusting their backpacks, and taking in the view before the final push, was energizing. 


The cold morning air sharpened my senses, and there’s a distinct feeling of being closer to the 
divine, surrounded by such untouched natural beauty. Soon, we’ll begin the final stretch of our 
ascent towards the sacred Kedarnath Templescazes to aaa the spiritual energy that awaits 
us at the top. ; 


With the rising sun casting a iden hue or thé Sndw2€apped coast it feels like nature is offering 
a blessing for the journey ahead. The day has only just begun, but there’s an electric sense of 


fulfillment and — the ait. We-re, ready, to tales ho Aga eon our destination. 


As I continued the trek, the path became more challenging, especially 1 in the final few kilometers. 
The altitude started to make bre Aemore difficult, and the grew steeper. But the moment 
I caught my first glimpse of Te = weep snow-capped peaks, all the 


fatigue melted awa y, standing tall in the lap of 
the Himalayas, su an achievement, 
not just physicall 


all ise , and the energy of 
the place was palpable. I spqaigS rening a deep connection to the 
sacredness of Kedarnath. 


As evening approach I-che@iied ; g e, wheres! was fer by the cold 
mountain air. After a simplé.dingr, awr; arm b ankets and rested, reflecting on 
the incredible journey that h 
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/ oe ioe \ 
_ GLIMPSES OF FIRST SIGHTEYE OF KEDARNATH 
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Highlights of the Day: 


e The 16 km trek from Gaurikund to Kedarnath, through breath-taking mountain scenery. 

e Stunning views of the Mandakini River flowing alongside the trail. 

e The awe-inspiring first sight of the Kedarnath Temple, surrounded by the majestic 
Himalayas. 

e Evening spent in the peaceful atmosphere of Kedarnath. 


Tomorrow, I plan to explore the surrounding area of Kedarnath before beginning the trek back. 
The journey has already been life-changing, and I’m excited for what lies ahead. 
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Day 6: Returning to Haridwar and Journey to Mathura (Vrindavan) via Delhi 
/ THE..TRAVEL DIARIESS \ 

The early morning of Day 6 marked the beginning of our journey back from 
Kedarnath. We started our descent from the basecamp with the mountains fading into the 
distance, carrying thesspi edaxnath in our hearts. After a few 
hours of trekking do int whete the vehicles were 


d ref Bn, as the winding 
ye riversjand the greenery all 
je eagrived in Haridwar by early 
afternoon, and after a we continued bur journey towards Mathura, 
the land of Lord Krfshnt " - rs / 

Our route ia elhi aft jou. hrough the plains was a sharp contrast 
to the mountainous S aC v The? transition from the tranquil 
Himalayas to the ns fag yscape OMe elt like <p back into modern life. After a 
brief halt in Delhi, we resumed Sunienprigr a Mathura, excited to explore the holy 
land of Vrindavan. 

By the time we ‘hoched: Mathura, night had fallen. The streets of Vrindavan, even 
in the evening, buzzed with devotion, with temples and ashrams lit up in celebration of 
Krishna. There was an entirely different kind of spiritual energy in the air, one that was 
more festive and joyous compared to the quiet reverence of Kedarnath. 

Exhausted from the long day of travel, we settled into our accommodations in 
Vrindavan, ready to explore the temples and immerse ourselves in the stories and history 
of Lord Krishna’s divine leelas the next day. The contrast between the serene mountains 
and the vibrant, devotional atmosphere of Mathura promises to make the next part of this 
journey just as enriching. 


34 


Day 7: 2 AM Onwards — Mathura (Vrindavan) 


The day started incredibly early, around 2 AM, when we began our spiritual walk through the holy 
streets of Mathura, heading toward Swami Premanandji’s 
ashram. The city was still and quiet, with only a few devotees 
moving through the streets, but there was a deep sense of peace 
in the air. Walking through Mathura at this hour was surreal— 
an experience that felt timeless, as if we were walking 
alongside history and devotion itself. After 
reaching the ashram, we sat in silent anticipation, waiting for 
the first light of the morning to arrive. The cool night air ff 
gradually gave way to a soft, golden glow as the sun began to J 7 
rise. The serene ambiance of the ashram, combined with the 
early morning calm, was a ae -way-to Start the- day ir in 
such a sacred place. “ Py 


ESTD 2024 
Day 7: Early Morning i in Mathura — Kachori and Tea for Time pass 
After our early, Se lst oinaueme in = sien “it ee wait till morning needed a 
little something to keep us energized and awake. Around 2:20 AM, as we sat, in the peaceful streets 
of Mathura, we found a small local adechai—a classic and comforting 
combination, perfect for pas | early morning hours. 


The steamipg hot IeSpicy daLwand paired with the 
hot, sweet tea, the ve us 4 "| oa quiet hours of the 
morning. There was someth@aa Mere, sipping tea, munching 
on kachoris, and watching tag fafic the time pass effortlessly, 


and soon enough, the, asi beg 


« 
- 


ly ce défightful part of the journey, 
phere of Mathura. It was the 
nue with the rest of our day, 


This impromptu early- Wyo 
adding a sense of local vers 


visiting Prem Mandir and Banke. = 


perfect "time pass" until the te operree 1 ) col ti 
© awaits; 2 
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Once morning arrived, our first destination was the stunning Prem Mandir. The temple, 
dedicated to Radha and Krishna, was magnificent with its intricate marble carvings and devotion- 
filled atmosphere. The temple glowed under the morning light, and walking through its gardens 
and halls, I could feel the presence of Krishna’s divine love that the temple is meant to embody. 
The morning aarti was a wonderful experience, filled with devotion and music that echoed through 
the temple grounds. 


Overview: Frem n , located in Vrindavan, is a stunning temple dedicated to Radha 
and Krishna. Built by Jagadguru Kripaluji Maharaj, it was inaugurated in 2001 and has since 
become a major pilgrimage site and tourist attraction. The temple is renowned for its intricate 
architecture, vibrant spiritual energy, and serene ambiance. 
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Architecture: The temple is built from white Italian marble, giving it a pristine and elegant 
appearance. The exterior features stunning carvings that depict various scenes from Hindu 
scriptures, particularly the love story of Radha and Krishna. 


1. Main Structure: 

o The temple's main sanctum houses beautifully crafted idols of Radha and Krishna, 
depicted in their divine forms. The main idol is adorned with exquisite jewelry and 
vibrant clothing, bringing the deities to life. 

o The temple is surrounded by beautifully landscaped gardens, fountains, and paths, 
creating a serene atmosphere that invites contemplation and devotion. 

2. Intricate Carvings: 

o The walls of Prem Mandir are adorned with intricate carvings illustrating various 
pastimes (leelas) of Radha and Krishna. Each sculpture tells a story, depicting 
scenes from their divine love, and theirinteractions with devotees and nature. 

o The attention to detail in the carvings is remarkable, showcasing the craftsmanship 
of skilled artisans who worked7on theaemple. 

3. Light and Sound ie 

o Prem Mandi¢- at qund show in the evenings, 
narrating the! life fe TRAVEL KeER TEs ah mesmerizing visuals and 
music./This show adds a dynamic and engaging element to the temple experience, 
allowing visitors to.connect with the divine tales im.aunique way. 
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Ambiance and spit Kane AV L DIARIESS 


e The temple's sfmosphere i is infused with devotion, peace, and j joy. Visitors often describe 
feeling a deep sense of ee upon entering the premises. 
The sound of chanting, dévotionalwmusic, and the-scént of flowers and incense contribute 
to the spiritual ambiance. Pe Rtces~gather 16x’ prayers and @ erings, creating a sense of 
communit id CONDE CUGTENN oF 


a0 


yn Hing mythology and is 
fence ve, devotion, and 
Bus traditions, particularly in 


revered as the di consagh 
spiritual longing, making hema 
Gaudiya Vaishnavism. Here 
1. Symbol of Love: ' 


Radha Rani, often eferred 


« 
- 


r % 


e Radha represents thechi a bhakti). Her love for Krishna is 
often seen as the epito ritu rrender. 
e The relationship betweer a ard ymboligd the eternal bond between the 


individual soul (jiva) and. the Neate 


2. Mythological Background: 


Radha is often depicted as a young cowherd girl from Vrindavan, where she and Krishna 
spent their childhood together. 


Their love story is filled with beautiful and enchanting tales, known as leelas, which 


highlight their divine relationship through playful interactions, dances (Ras Leela), and 
romantic encounters. 
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3. Iconography: 


e Radha is usually depicted as a beautiful woman adorned with colorful garments, jewelry, 
and flowers. She often holds a flute or is seen dancing alongside Krishna. 

e In many paintings and sculptures, she is shown with a compassionate expression, 
symbolizing her loving nature and devotion. 


4, Radha-Krishna Philosophy: 


e The philosophical teachings surrounding Radha and Krishna emphasize the importance of 
love and devotion in spiritual practice. Radha is seen as the source of Krishna's divine 
energy, and their union represents the perfect harmony of divine masculine and feminine 
principles. 

e The Radha-Krishna dynamic serves as a Model for devotees to cultivate their own 
relationship with the divine; encouraging deep love, devotion, and longing for God. 

ESTD 2024 
5. Festivals and Worship: , ‘ 
¢ Holi: The festival Ua Gamannies RepERMbIeH ria Radha and Krishna, where 
devotees participate in joyful celebrations, singing, dancing, and throwing colors. 
e Radha Ashtami: This festivalmarks the birth of Radhaandis celebrated with great fervor, 
particularly in regior . ishna's li | 


é | . . 
e Rasa Lila;Dhis dre outormarnce Swe 's love stories is reenacted 
during fes S, capiuenae hats :. 


i 


6. Cultural Impact: \ 


e Radha's influence ste e¥G: igi nd ritu: ; she is Celebrated in poetry, 
art, dance, and musie) MaNajmmetge it i aya era’/Bai, have sung her 
praises, depicting the fey O 
Yu, 


Conclusion: ; Re 


Oo 
s ae : A AITS— im 

adha Rani's significance goes beyond her role as Krishna's-consort; she embodies the ideals of 
love, devotion, and the yearning of the soul for the divine. Her stories inspire countless devotees 
to seek a deeper connection with the divine through love and devotion, making her a timeless 
and revered figure in Hindu spirituality. The relationship between Radha and Krishna continues 
to resonate with devotees, symbolizing the eternal quest for divine love and union. 
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From Prem Mandir, we made our way to the famous Banke Bihari Temple, one of the most 
revered temples in Vrindavan. The energy here was completely different joyful, vibrant, and alive 
with devotion. The temple was packed with devotees, all eagerly awaiting a glimpse of the 
beautifully adorned idol of Banke Bihari (Lord Krishna). The atmosphere inside was electrifying, 
with the crowd singing bhajans and offering prayers, creating a sense of pure, ecstatic devotion. 


The contrast between the tranquillity of Prem Mandir and the vibrant devotion at Banke Bihari 
was striking, yet both experiences were filled 
with an overwhelming sense of connection to the 
divine. By the time we finished visiting the 
temples, it was late morning, and the streets of 
Vrindavan were bustling with life. 


The rest of the day promises to be filled with 

more_exploration of this holy city, but the early 

morning hours have already filled my heart with 
joy and devotion. . 
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Overview: Banke Bihari Ashram is a prominent 
lan@révéréd Bpiritufal site located in Vrindavan, 
dedicated to Lord Krishna, known here as Banke 
Bihari. The ashram is famous for its rich spiritual 
atmosphere gan nique traditions, attracting 
countless jotees and\ visitors seeking 
iia | solace. 
age ance: 


nda tiougeratc Banke Bihari Temple was 
964 by /Swami Haridas, a 
ind, devotee of Krishna, who 
the a of bhakti (devotion) 
JO 4 


«Idol of Bou Bihari: The central idol of 
anke Bihafi*is unique and special. It depicts 


ok 7, Krishn a playful pose, capturing his divine 
be eo harm and-mischievous nature. 
see 
> 


s ad Architecture and Atmosphere: 


Temple Design: The architecture of the temple reflects traditional Indian design, with intricate 
carvings and beautiful murals depicting scenes from Krishna’s life and his divine leelas (pastimes). 


e Vibrant Ambiance: The temple is always filled with the sound of bhajans (devotional 
songs) and kirtans (musical chanting), creating a vibrant and spiritual atmosphere. The air 
is often fragrant with flowers and incense, enhancing the devotional experience. 


3. Curtain Pulling Ceremony: 


One of the unique aspects of the Banke Bihari Ashram is the curtain pulling ritual, which holds 
significant importance in the temple's daily worship. 
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Significance of the Ritual: 

o The curtain symbolizes the veil between the devotee and the divine. Pulling back 
the curtain reveals the idol of Banke Bihari, allowing devotees to have a direct and 
personal connection with Krishna. 

o This act represents the moment of divine revelation, where devotees are granted a 
glimpse of the beloved deity, creating an intimate bond between the divine and the 
worshipper. 

The Ceremony: 

o During specific times of the day, particularly during the morning and evening aartis 
(rituals of worship with light), the curtains that cover the idol are pulled back. 

o This is often accompanied by the chanting of mantras and devotional songs, 
building up anticipation among the gathered devotees. 

o As the curtains are drawn aside, the atmosphere becomes charged with devotion, 
and the sight of Banke Bihari in all his glory is met with collective gasps of joy and 
reverence from the devotees. - 

o Devotees often feel a rush of emotion and-a. deep sense of connection during this 
moment, making ita highlight of their visit. 

ESTD 2024 


4. The Role of Devotees: - 


5. Spiritual exper Me: 


THE..TRAVEL DIARIESS 


Devotional Practices: The ashram encourages a variety of devotional practices, including 
chanting, meditation, and participation in community worship. 

Community Engage ment:;Visitors often engage wit A devotees, sharing stories and 
experiences that fos 2 onging and.communi among) those who come to 
worship. 


The Banke Bihari A’ 
seekers. The energy i eLimg"a space for contemplation, prayer, 
and a deeper conneétio : / 
Many visitors descri 
attributing transformatt 


ace an@yjoy within the temple, often 
he presence of Banke Bihari. 


6. Cultural Impact: ~ om E AWAITS; Go? 


Festivals: The ashram is a focal point for major Hindi festivals, especially Janmashtami 
(celebrating Krishna’s birth) and Holi. During these times, the celebrations reach their 
peak, attracting thousands of devotees. 

Art and Music: The teachings and devotion related to Banke Bihari have inspired 
countless poets, musicians, and artists who capture the essence of love and devotion 
through their works. 

Conclusion: 

Banke Bihari Ashram is a sacred space that beautifully encapsulates the devotion 
and love for Lord Krishna. The unique curtain pulling ritual serves as a profound reminder 
of the connection between the divine and the devotee, enhancing the spiritual experience 
within the temple. With its rich history, vibrant atmosphere, and deep-rooted traditions, the 
ashram stands as a beacon of faith, attracting seekers and devotees from all walks of life, 
inviting them to immerse themselves in the divine love of Banke Bihari. 
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Day 7 Night: Non-Stop Journey from Mathura to Mumbai 

After a spiritually enriching day exploring the divine sites of Mathura and Vrindavan, we 
prepared for the long journey back to Mumbai. Here’s a detailed account of our night travel: 
Evening Departure from Mathura 

As the sun set, we gathered our belongings and made our way to the vehicle that would take us to 
Delhi. The streets of Mathura were bustling even in the evening, filled with devotees and 
tourists. We took a moment to reflect on the beauty of our experiences before embarking on the 
journey. 

Journey to Delhi 


e Travel Time: The drive from Mathura to Delhi took approximately 3-4 hours. The roads 
were mostly well-paved, and we enjoyed the scenic views of the countryside and small 
towns illuminated by the glow of streetlights. 

e Snacks on the Go: During the ride, we stopped at a roadside dhaba to grab some quick 
snacks—crispy samosas and chai-to keep us reed 1 for the long journey ahead. 


Midnight Departure from Delhi ESTD 2024 
Upon reaching Delhi late at night, we quickly transitioned to our next mode of transport for the 


onward journey to Mumbai-yijbepbusthing energyjot Brihrereiesion: down as it neared 
midnight, but the city still felt alive with activity. 


Non-Stop Train/Bus Journey to Mumbai 


e Travel Method: We 1, ensuring a swift return 


without le wf Wha comfortab Fallogfiefihis to =n forthe long 


e Scenic Views: As Waal , 
landscape outside, fra merryscape e *F ene ds and hills of Maharashtra. 


Early Morning Arrivalin Mp 
% 

¢ Traveling through tHe 

shared stories from our tr 


i aey,.was filled w. ga A and laughter as we 

The Hoe dquicklygaitd the excitement of returning 
home kept our spirits high. Re GO 

¢ Breakfast Stop: We made‘a-short aay ALTSfost at a popular eatery along the route, 
enjoying delicious vada pav and puri-bhaji-before continuing our journey. 

e Return to Mumbai 


As dawn broke, we finally arrived back in Mumbai. The familiar sights and sounds of the city 
welcomed us, but the memories of our spiritual journey through Mathura and Vrindavan lingered 
in our hearts. 
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Reflecting on the Journey 

Once we reached home, we took some time to unwind and reflect on the incredible experiences 
we had during the trip. From the serene temples of Vrindavan to the lively atmosphere of Mathura, 
every moment was filled with devotion, joy, and connection. 

This non-stop journey back to Mumbai marked the end of a beautiful pilgrimage, leaving us 
enriched and eager to share our stories with friends and family. The spiritual energy and teachings 
of Radha and Krishna would continue to inspire us long after this journey came to a close. 
Reflections on the Journey 

As I sit down to reflect on this incredible journey, I am filled with gratitude for the experiences, 
lessons, and memories created along the way. From the bustling streets of Pune to the serene 
temples of Mathura and Vrindavan, each destination offered its own unique charm and spiritual 
significance. 


¢ Spiritual Awakening: Visiting sacred sites like Prem’Mandir and Banke Bihari Temple 
deepened my understanding of devoudm aitt?the eternal love shared between Radha and 
Krishna. The rituals and ceremonies, especially the curtain\pulling at Banke Bihari, 
provided a profound Beds of FaInacuda Lo IR TIMIRIESS \ 

e Cultural Immersion: The rich culture, traditions, and local cuisine added vibrant flavors 
to the journey. Sharing meals of kachoris, vada pav, and traditional, thalis allowed me to 
connect with) the essence_of te Q i significance. 

e Meaningful Conne Wi ] devotees created a sense of 

communit g ¢ Aes Spenta@@e ether enriched my 

experienc i Sa Bet poumiovag! fait love. 


ae ! : a / _— 
e Embrace Simplicit¥2/T hé ( e-inethese Holy towns, where devotion reigns 
supreme, reminded m the ice ¢ ing moment and appreciating the 
beauty around us. 7y, <> 


e The Power of Devotion: WithéSsing ser unaaGésing devotion of the locals and fellow 
pilgrims inspired me to cultivate my own spiritual-practices and deepen my connection 
with the divine. — 

e Nature’s Beauty: The breathtaking landscapes and tranquil environments, whether in the 
mountains near Kedarnath or the serene lakes of Radha Kund, showcased the beauty of 
nature and its ability to inspire reflection and peace. 


Gratitude: 

I am deeply grateful for the opportunity to embark on this journey. Each moment was a reminder 
of the power of faith, love, and connection. The experiences gained and the spiritual insights 
acquired will continue to resonate in my heart as I move forward in life. 

Looking Ahead: 

As this travel diary comes to a close, I look forward to carrying the lessons learned into my daily 
life. This journey has not only been a pilgrimage but also a transformative experience that has left 
an indelible mark on my spirit. 
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Here’s a budget overview for your trip from Pune to Mumbai, Delhi, Kedarnath, Mathura, and 
back to Mumbai by train, designed to keep costs manageable. 
Budget Overview 


1. Travel (Train Fare): 
o Pune to Mumbai: 2500 (Sleeper class) 
Mumbai to Delhi: 21,200 (Sleeper class) 
Delhi to Haridwar (for Kedarnath): %400 (Sleeper class) 
Haridwar to Kedarnath (by bus or shared taxi): =1,000 (approx.) 
Kedarnath to Haridwar: 21,000 (return) 
Haridwar to Mathura: %800 (Sleeper class) 
Mathura to Mumbai: 21,500 (Sleeper class) 


00000 0 


Total Train Travel Cost: oo — 


2. Accommodation: 
o Pune (1 night): £800 Grane ‘shotebo24 
o Mumbai (2 nights): =1,600 0 (€800/night) 
o Delhi (2 nights): 21 a ROBO. ht) ‘ 
o Kedarnath (1 night ioEARIESS 
ro) Mathura (1 nike “ith ronchen hotel) 


o D 


° Sightseeing “es. 00: Behocal egspért, entry fees) 


Total Activities Cost: %2 io 


O 
= awartss§ G 


5. Miscellaneous: 
o Souvenirs and Shopping: 1/000 — 
o Emergency Fund: 21,000 


Total Miscellaneous Cost: 2,000 
Total Estimated Budget: =19,000 
Tips to Stay Within Budget: 


e Advance Booking: Book train tickets early to secure lower fares. 
e Meals: Opt for local eateries or train food to save costs. 
e Travel Off-Peak: If possible, choose off-peak times for travel to avoid surge pricing. 


This overview provides a general idea of your travel costs, and you can adjust itbasedon 
personal preferences or additional activities you wish to include. For more information on train 
fares and accommodations, you might find resources like IRCTC useful. 
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Thank you for being a part of this journey with me through these pages. May the love and blessings 
of Radha and Krishna guide us all on our paths, and may we continue to seek and share joy, love, 
and devotion in our lives. 
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Youtube:- https://youtu.be/uScCWMuyE00?si=yvvd9DtEOngIOfA3 


https://youtu.be/x wssJkFhNCk?si=uW TuefKDki72NJIN 
https://youtu.be/HHa_1q7hh88?si= pfHO30YICAn6f7d 


Instagram:- https://www.instagram.com/adityam. 1 1/ 


Until the next adventure! #+* 


End of the Journey 


As this journey comes to a close, I reflect on the beautiful experiences, profound lessons, and 
cherished memories created along the way. Sidi the Sacred sites of Mathura and Vrindavan to the 
scenic landscapes of the me L be and, gach cement bas gyre to my growth and 
understanding. 

Thank you for being, a part of this adventure through my travel diary. I hope these reflections 
inspire you to seek your owng eyssfilled with EONS Se enueetion, and j joy. Until we embark 


on our next adventure, may 
US. 


With love and os Mece A 


a ‘AWAITS; 6° 
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Copyright Notice to Readers A 


Copyright © [2024] [Aditya Khandu More/Kedarnath]. All Rights Reserved. 


This travel journal, including all written content, photographs, and illustrations, is the intellectual 
property of the author. The material within these pages is intended for personal enjoyment and 
educational purposes. 

Terms of Use: 


1. Personal Use: Readers are Welcor to share a eee with friends and family for 
personal enjoyment. Fae 

2. Attribution: If quoting or ‘referencing any part op this journal in other works, please 
provide proper attribution to the aufhet.P 2024 

3. No Commercial Use: The contents of this journal may not be reproduced or used for 
commercial purpose¥ without Ep Meiv fedmi {Si dnAr bo the ihhor., 

4. Respect for Privacy: While this journal contains personal reflections and experiences, 
please respect the privacy of individuals mentioned or depicted within. 


Contact Information: 


For permissions, @...s, fee 


Conclusion: 


Thank you for respecting the ris) O Mared in this journal. May these 
stories inspire your own adventuré<dpd_explorations! 

Feel free to modify this notice as neede Edn gy btisiae year, ‘and any specific terms you want 
to include. If you need further assistance-or_have specifie requests, let me know! 


49 


“Wherever you go becomes a part of you somehow A> 


ore 


ESTD 2024 


/ THE..TRAVEL DIARIESS ° 


51 


